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Some anseen foree was cor-
roding Jill Donaidson's house,

Almost immoediately alter
she and her hughand moved

inlo the home they buill in Pearl
River in 2007, the coils in their
alr-copditioning system black-
encd and fizelod. The fanests in
the masler bathroom began to
pock and rust. Three of their
televisien sets burned oul
withiv s your

A repair techuician finally
suggested that their home
mwight he filled with the same
sord of drywall imported from
Chima that had spawned centro-
versy and eliss action luswvanits

neross Tlorida, where residents
eomnplained it wis emitting noi-
some odors sod spoiling air-con-
ditioners and olher housahold
agpliances.

Bonaldson and her husband,
Jared Qertling, vesponded with
a siit of their own, The class ace-
fion they fited in federal district
courl in New Orleans this
month accuses Knasf Plastorboard
Tianfin nadk its parent eomnpany of
manufacturing defective wull-
board thit eorrupted their

homse and esnsed aliergies and
other bealth problems,

The Chinese drywall suit in
many ways recalls the seare
ever formisldehyde fumes inside
the travel trailers that housed
thousands of storm victimg al-
ter Hurricane Katrina,
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Louistanyg residents, cast out nI
tiweir homes by the storm, i
both cases found thetr sense ¢
seeurity farred again by new
living quarters eenstructed of
potentially hazsrdous maderint,
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Senate
bill se@ks
recall

of drywalﬂl
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Donaldson and Oerliing hired vet-
eran litigator Daniel Becnel Jx, tha
same sttorney whoe broupght the
formaldehyde suit against the federal
government. Decnel aaid in an inter-
view that he belioves the New Orleans
wren wis Vinundsted” with the tainted
drywall nfter the 2005 storms, The na-
Lional hausing boom, then at its height,
hact ereated a demund for drywall that
domestie producers simply eould nol
nieed, eresting an opening for the im-
purted buildisg muteriat,

Beenel's suit eloims that the deywall,
produced in China by a subsidinry of
the German fivm Knauf Gips, emits sul-
far comporneds that eombine with mojs-

tare _in. the ui¥ te form sulfurie acid. The
suit alieges that. the.acld corredes cop-

- per wires and other mntemls, gives off

an odol reminiscant of roten egpe and
can-cause irritated asinusea and other
sliergic reactions, It also contends that
Kananf mixed coat ash inte the drywall,
theuph it offery o proof of the ciaim,

- For.its purt, Knauf denfes that it =
pmdzlced the drywall inside the Don-

aligon home. Tn & stitemment {ssued
through a public relations firm in
Florida, the eompany sakd it has be-
eome & whipping boy in the recent con-
troversy slihough it manufactures only
20 percent of the wallboard hnported
from China, .
Knaul also said it is econdacting its
own {ests of the compounds released by
the drywall and is cooperating with &
study by Florida health officials. The
company said i believes Lhe suifur
compounts da not pose s health risk to
consumers. “Fhe eompany is commit-
ted to assuring the heslth and safely of
the ultimale customers of its producls,”
the stalement aaid. .
The Fleridn Department of Flealth
retensad a study last week that found
distinet differences in the smount of
gulfur released by drywall manufae-
Lured in Ching and ir the United
Statey. 1t also found the sulfur com-
pounds combined with moisture in the

ntmosphere to depu ]
corrosion on copperpipes.-

In response to:the study and ta con-
sumer outery, Sens, Miry Landrien, D-

L, and Bilt Neldoi, D-Fla; introduced

4 resolution Monday that presses the
Consumer Producls Safety Commis-

gion to recall drywall imported from,
Chinz and o impose civil’ penaliied on’

the manufacturers to help cover the
costs of the recall, The legislution aise
urges a bay on further importation.

A second bill fifed by the two senators
wouid require the Consumer Product
Sufety Commission to eonduet tosts of
drywall imported belween 2004 and
2007 and determine whether Congress
needs Lo pasy a eonsumer safely stan-
dard to regubate the contents of drywatl.

" Linnerien and Nelson, citing on analy-
sis by the Surasots Herald-Ivibune, said
6 pereent of the deywall inported from
Chingz since 2006 went to Morids, while
Leuisiana reccived the second-highest
mmount. The Fiorida newspaper detar-
mined that Louisiana received 60.2 mil-
lion peunds of imported Chinese dry-
wall, which may have been used in 7,000
homes in 1hig state,

“Fhis defective Chinese drywall rep-
rasents an allack on esr homeowners, &
defranding of our homebuilders and an-
olher ebstavle on our road to recovery,”
Landriew suid in a statement.

LaAnn While, the director of the Th.
Iane Center for Applied Eavironmental
Public Heslth, said henjth aathoritios
de not yet have enough informatiop

. ghout the contents of the imported dry-

wall te determine whether it might
pose u long-term threat to the health of

~ronsumers. The Florida officials who

cendueted the recent study do not even
lnow whether it is the paper coating on
the drywall or the gypswm core that is
causing the jssue. Both were found to
emit sulfur compoinds,

Donnldsen, the plaintiff in the
Louisinna case, suld her fumily sulferdd
chronic sinkg preblems while they lived
in the Peard River house. She, her hus-
band and their three children have
maved into her mother's house while
they gut the brand-new house down to
the studs to remove ke deywali, Her
instirance company has made s prelimi-
iy detision nod (o cover the cost of
the repairs,

The class netion she initinted, Jilf M,
Donaldsen and John “Fared” Oertling v
Knaaf Gips ef ol, s No, 09-2981 i U8,
Dhistriel Court in the Bastern District
of Louisinna, The ease could be eonsofl-
dated with several similar cases pend-
ing iy Flovida.
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